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The Context 





Dartmouth’s House Communities Promote
Intellectual Engagement. House Professors provide an academic role 
model, foster intellectual community and develop house identities.

Community. Life-long house membership identity, common residential 
and program experiences, and deeper engagement with faculty, staff and 
alumni house members promote positive sense of community.

Continuity. More than a random space to sleep and do laundry, house 
communities provide a home base, a sense of  place, and greater 
continuity in the residential experience.



Programming 
Structure
● Community Dinners 
● Social Gatherings
● Off-Campus Outings
● Intellectual Engagements 



More than A Lecture? ...



Dinner Discussions 
Preparing the Speaker. 

Give students agency to drive 
the conversation. 

Utilize partnerships across 
campus to introduce students to 
individuals outside of their 
daily campus rhythms. 





Workshops 
Spaces for students to be 
hands-on in their learning. 



TRIPS 

New York City Fall Trip - An 
exploration of arts & culture.

New Orleans Alternative Spring 
Break Trip 



TRIPS 

New York City Fall Trip - An 
exploration of arts & culture





Year-end survey
May 2019

N=229

- 175 undergrads
- 41 grad students
- 13 faculty/staff

Asked a range of 
close-ended and 
open-ended questions.



Year-end survey
What was your favorite Allen House event & why?

- “Design your life, because it taught me to sit back and calmly 
analyze my life’s trajectory”

- “Symone Sanders! Great speaker, very relevant large scope and 
personal topics (e.g. election 2020, career progression, 
community-building)”

- “Mamadou Diabate – the performance was wonderful and the 
discussion was engaging, I really felt connected with all of the 
other event participants.” 

- “Talking across political divide workshop series – meeting all 
of the politicians and seeing their similarities and differences 
in conducting themselves was fascinating”



Year-end survey
-



1. What do you think the students on your campus 

need from your residential college? 

2. What programs have not been successful that you 

had anticipated would be? And why not?

3. What program has been most impactful for your 

students in regards to intellectual engagement?

Reflection



Concluding Thoughts 


