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Overview

• Institutional and Educational Contexts

• Curricular Integration and Community

• Academic and Career Advising Integration



Institutional Context

• Michigan State University
• 50K+ students, 38,996 undergraduate, 11,023 graduate

• 40% of students living on campus

• Residential Colleges at Michigan State University
• Lyman Briggs College

• James Madison College 

• Residential College in the Arts and Humanities



RCAH

• Living-learning program for students interested in
• Literature, history, ethics, the visual and performing arts, 

languages and cultures

• Community engagement and social justice

• Charting their own educational path

• “Cornerstones” of the RCAH program: world history, 
art and culture, ethics, and engaged learning



Educational Goals and Strategies

• Desired student outcomes
• Cognitive development

• Psychosocial development

• Moral development

• Persistence

• Career and skill development

• Promoted by high-impact educational practices



10 High-Impact Practices

• First-year seminars and experiences

• Common intellectual experiences

• Learning communities

• Writing intensive courses

• Collaborative assignments and projects

• Undergraduate Research

• Diversity/global learning

• Service learning, community engagement

• Internships

• Capstone courses and projects

* AAC&U, “High-Impact Educational Practices” http://www.aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/LEAP/HIP_tables.pdf



Curriculum Integration
• Core Curriculum

• Writing (2)

• History and culture (2)

• Intro to the Arts and Humanities (1)

• Pathway introduction courses (3)

• RCAH elective topics courses (2)

• Senior Capstone (1)

• Elective Pathways (3 RCAH courses + 3 outside of RCAH)
• Arts

• Humanities

• Language and Culture

• Community Engagement



2018-19 Community Engagement Courses

• Ethics of Sustainable Development in Costa Rica 

• Peace Building 

• Holistic Citizenship: Living and Working in Engaged Communities

• Stories that Sustain Community

• The Prison Poetry ‘Zine Project

• Educacíon, comunidad, y familia

• Nonprofit Arts and Innovation

• Health and Wellness in Our Communities

• Inside the Peckham Art Studio



Inside the Peckham Art Studio



Ethics of Sustainable Development

• Combines 
• Education abroad
• Community engagement
• Linguistic and cultural immersion

• Part One – 7 weeks
• All students live in Santa Ana
• Study Spanish, ethics of development, 

community engagement
• Progressive travel experiences

• Part Two – 7 weeks
• Groups of 2-3, dispersed to small rural 

communities
• Engage with communities through a 

variety of projects



Nacientes Palmichal
Community Partner



El Yüe
Community Partner



Kolb’s Model of Experiential Learning



Student Insight: Concrete Experience

“RCAH taught me the values that inform the work I do and the way 
I interact with people. I was drawn to the ANC [Allen 
Neighborhood Center] because of their interest in community 
development, capacity building, and place-making, all of 
which are major focuses of RCAH curriculum...” -Julia, Class 
of 2013

“Patti Rogers' 292B course, ‘It's Great to be a Girl,’ had a huge 
impact on me personally and academically...It brought big topics 
into focus in such a tangible way and challenged me to think 
about my own relation to gender and feminism.” -Linnea, Class of 
2013



Student Insight: Reflective Observation

“I assisted with leading weekly poetry workshops in a medium 
security men’s correctional facility over the course of four 
semesters. The experience was meaningful because I had a 
passion for poetry and it allowed me to see how people from 
different background and circumstances could come together and 
write creatively about their experiences...” -Arzelia, Class of 2019



Student Insight: Abstract Conceptualization

“I'd say the discussions about white privilege in 292A were the most 
frank and challenging I'd had personally to that point, and the most 
I'd been pushed on those issues in an academic setting.” - Zac, 
Class of 2011

“Learning about ‘The Other’ first semester, which, in my opinion, is 
even more important these days given how some universities are 
making classrooms ‘safe’ at the’ risk of ill-equipping students to 
meaningfully engage with any ‘others’ they themselves are bound 
to encounter in life.” -Carrie, Class of 2011



Student Insight: Active Experimentation
“I responded strongly to the civic engagement. Being sent out into 
the world to learn from people, from lived experience, was incredibly 
powerful…The best of RCAH, in my opinion, lies in the doing, 
and making, and learning by living.”   -Emily, Class of 2013

“In the spring of 2017, I spent a semester abroad on RCAH's 
Sustainability and Civic Engagement in Costa Rica program…This 
experience was meaningful because we were able to support San 
Luis in their work of improving their community, while seeing 
how much they care about each other, the environment around 
them, and the future of San Luis.” -Sadie, Class of 2019



Key Lessons

• Develop reciprocal community partnerships

• Understand your learning resources 
• Scholarly resources
• Community partners
• Experience 

• Be intentional about learning processes
• Build in progressive reflection
• Practice (experimentation)

• Pay attention to skill development

• Be flexible



Questions

www.rcah.msu.edu

Dr. Scot Yoder, yodersco@msu.edu

Dr. Niki Rudolph, niki@msu.edu


